
Integrated Writing (TOEFL Task 2)

In July 2023, the TOEFL writing section changed. This change to the TOEFL shows a change in the college classroom
because of new technology. The second TOEFL writing prompt now asks for students to participate in an academic
discussion. This does not have a lot of integrating, but it is more like integrated writing than independent writing.

Task format
The academic discussion is like a discussion board assignment on Canvas. This is used in many college classes to
work like a conversation in class. It looks a little like a social media post.

1. There are instructions for the writing, like with all TOEFL questions.
2. The discussion board has an opinion question from the professor that you need to answer.
3. You can see answers from two other students.
4. You have 10 minutes to explain and support your opinion. 

Response format
You will not write an essay for this question. You will write a short response of about 100 words. This is more like a
short paragraph.

You only have 10 minutes to read the other posts on the discussion board and add your answer. You need to think
quickly.

Your paragraph should start with a 1 sentence clear statement of your opinion (like a thesis statement). The other
sentences should provide reasons and examples for your opinion.

You can use the two student example answers as guides for how to organize your ideas. However, you should be
careful to add unique thoughts to your post. You do not want to repeat what someone else has already said. You can
respond to their answers with a sentences like I agree with James or My perspective is similar to Emily's post. However,
your ideas and language should be clearly different from what they said. 

Scoring
In the TOEFL rubric, it explains that an answer will receive a high score if it is clearly connected to the professor's
question and the supporting ideas are explained well. 
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Exercises

Exercise 1: Rubric

Review the TOEFL rubric for the second writing task "Writing for an Academic Discussion." Then discuss the
following questions with a partner:

1. Why do you think the TOEFL has added this type of writing question?
2. What similarities and differences are there between the expectations for writing task 1 and 2?
3. What challenges do you expect with this type of writing?

Exercise 2: Discussion Board Practice

Add to the discussion board conversation about trends in your Canvas course. Your teacher will provide the
question and two example student responses. Set a timer for 10 minutes. Your addition to the discussion board
should be about 100 words.  

This content is provided to you freely by BYU Open Learning Network.

Access it online or download it at https://open.byu.edu/academic_a_writing/integrated_writing_3.

100

https://www.ets.org/pdfs/toefl/toefl-ibt-writing-rubrics-enhanced.pdf
https://open.byu.edu/academic_a_writing/integrated_writing_3
https://edtechbooks.org/license/cc_by-nc
https://open.byu.edu/license/cc_by-nc

